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MR. DUN: Today's date is October 25, 2001. 
The time is 0848 hours. I am Richard Dun with the New 
York City Fire Department working with Marisa Abbriano, 
also with the New York City Fire Department. We're 
conducting an interview with... 

THE WITNESS: Robert Cook. 

MR. DUN: Shield? 

THE WITNESS: Shield 3719. 

MR. DUN: Of Battalion 31. 

Q. Robert, in your own words, just please 
describe the events leading up to and after September 
11th. 

A. Up to it? Well, we were getting fuel at 
Ladder 118 when people were coming up to the firehouse, 
it's right over on Midagh Street and Henry, telling us 
that a plane hit the World Trade Center. We took 
ourselves off the pumps, drew up to the corner. A 
bunch of firemen came out of the firehouse, went to the 
corner. You could see the first tower on fire. So 
then we were available, they assigned us to the call, 
they said to switch over to Citywide. 

We proceeded over the bridge. Once we got 
over the bridge, the second plane hit. There was an 


explosion. We didn't know it was a second plane. We 
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thought it was just exploding from the first plane. 
Then over Citywide we heard people saying it was a 
second plane and it was deliberate. 

We proceeded down west on Chambers Street, 
made a left on West Broadway. Coming down on West 
Broadway, we were flagged on the corner by a state 
correction officer. There we observed a female laying 
on the corner and several other patients standing 
around stating that they were injured. We hada 
private ambulance also there on the scene. They 
assisted us with long boarding this female and 
splinting her leg with a tib/fib fracture. 

Q. At this point, what part were you there? 


Were you there for the first collision or the second 


collision? 
A. The second collision. 
Q. The second plane went into the building? 
A. As we were on Chambers Street. 


Q. But the buildings were still standing? 

A. Still standing, yes. They were still 
standing. The whole time we were in Manhattan, they 
were still standing and you could feel the heat coming 
all the way over to there. 


We proceeded to get about five patients into 
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the ambulance. We notified the supervisor that we had 
five patients. He said he'll check to see where we 
could transport the patients. He told us that he was 
ordered to have us, if they were not in extremis, to be 
transported out of the borough. So we proceeded to go 
to Long Island College with five patients. 

On the way to Long Island College, going in 
to Long Island College is when the first building 
collapsed, and then the second building came down also 
while we were still there getting the patients out. We 
were tied up a little bit at Long Island College 
because we had police cars coming in and transit cars 
coming with patients, so we had to assist them to 
unblock us, get all the patients out. 

Out of Long Island College, we got the 
stretcher back into the back of the truck and we were 
going to proceed back over the bridge. We had hit 
traffic all over the place in downtown Brooklyn trying 
to get back to the bridge. By the time we made it back 
to the Brooklyn Bridge, there was a chief there, an EMS 
chief, I don't know who she was, and I met up with 
Lieutenant Lugo and we were starting a triage post 
there. There was another unit, 32 Charlie, I believe, 


was also there. So we had about, I believe, four EMS 
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units and we commandeered about, I'd say, seven to 
eight private ambulances and we had a triage system 
going on there, and I was designated to be transport 
officer, which means that anybody coming in, anybody 
needs to be transported, I would tell which ambulance 
they would go in. 

We were held there for about I'd say maybe 
two hours before they released us back to 911 and they 
left the private ambulances there. So then we 
proceeded back to the station, BBP'd the ambulance and 
went back out as a 911 unit. 

Q. So both towers were still up the whole time 
that you were there? One tower went down -- 

A. When we were going to Long Island College. 
When we were at the College, the second plane came in. 

Q. The second tower? 

A. Yes. So that's basically it. We never made 
it in to the forward command post. Then we went back 
and we couldn't make it over the Brooklyn Bridge 
because of all the pedestrian traffic coming across, 
and that's when we all set up the triage there and we 
triaged patients. Then Victory Memorial had a big MERV 
set up there and also they said they had a triage 


system set up at the Marriott Hotel. 
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That's about it. That's all. I know it's 
nothing spectacular. 

MR. DUN: Okay. Well, this will help because 
now we know some patients and things like that. 

This concludes the interview with Robert 


Cook. The time is 0852 hours. 


